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Kindergarten
2014-2015


Dear Parent(s):


Welcome back to another fun filled school year!  I am so excited to see so many friends who have returned, and others that are new.  These next few weeks will be quite an experience for your child.  They will enter a whole new world, with new rules, and new expectations.  I hope that this letter will help you to know what to expect in Kindergarten this year and will answer any questions you may have.


For those of you that are new to the school, I would like to take the time to introduce myself and my co-teacher, Ms. Chavez.  First of all, my name is Mrs. Laura Sanchez.  I started at Epiphany working in PreK-4 (2002) and have worked in Kindergarten and Second grade, and am very lucky to be back in Kindergarten!!!  My educational background includes: Associates in Early Childhood, Bachelor of Science in General Education, and Masters of Science in Early Childhood Education with an Endorsement in Early Intervention.  I am very excited and I’m looking forward to working with you and your child this year and helping him/her to achieve his/her full potential.  

Hi there!!! My name is Ms. Nelly Chavez, and I have been at Epiphany 12 years.  I currently hold a back ground in Early Childhood, and have worked mostly in the Preschool, but have graduated back to Kindergarten.  I am very excited for this new school year and hope to learn a lot with our new friends!


Through the remainder of this letter, we will share some of the expectations and classroom policies.

Parent/Teacher Relationship

We believe that a good parent/teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success.  Throughout the year we will communicate with you through notes, telephone calls, news letters, quarterly reports and parent-teacher conferences.  We encourage you to contact us if you have any questions or concerns at any time.  You can reach me at school (773) 762-1542, send me a note or email me at sanchez@epiphanychicago.org.  We are available for conferences regarding your child’s progress from 7:30-7:50 in the morning, or 3:00-3:30 in the afternoon, by appointment only please, on school days.

Parent Participation


Throughout the school year there will be a variety of special classroom activities and celebrations.  I encourage you to attend these functions when possible and to support them by sending needed supplies or treats.  Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you value school.  You MUST have a background check, and the Virtus training.
School Attendance

Your child’s regular and prompt attendance at school is crucial to his/her success.  I can’t emphasize attendance enough!!!!!!  Most Kindergarten learning activities are group oriented and involve interaction with classmates.  Therefore, it is next to impossible to make up this kind of social interaction at home.  Please view school as a priority, and see to it that your child attends everyday EXCEPT in cases of illness or emergency.

Kindergarten Schedule


Our schedule is currently a work in progress.  There may be some changes as the weeks go on.  The schedule attached is a tentative one.  If there are ANY changes, I will notify you immediately so that you are aware of what goes on every day in our class.  This schedule includes in-class activities as well as “specials” (such as Mass or Gym class).  Please make sure you take a look at the schedule and note these special days.
Money

On occasion it will be necessary for your child to bring money to school.  Always send money in a sealed envelope, or plastic sandwich bag with the following information written on it:

1. Your child’s first and last name.

2. The amount of money.

3. The purpose for the money (book money, field-trip money, etc.)

4. Name of teacher (Mrs. Sanchez)

With close to 25 children to keep track of and several reasons to collect money, this helps us out tremendously and keeps errors to a minimum.  Also if that envelope is dropped on the way to school or in the hall, this information will help the money to be returned to my classroom.

Book Orders

Every month your child will receive a form to order books from.  These books are a wonderful source for our class!  The more orders we have, the more BONUS points we raise to get special materials and books for classroom use.  If you wish to order, simply fill out the form and send the correct amount of money in the form of a check or money order. Or, you may order on-line, following the steps to our page. WE have a code and that is : (HJNYT).   PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH!!!!!  I have had a lot of problems in the past with the book company losing money!
Birthdays

Birthdays are special occasions for young children.  If your child wishes, he/she may bring treat bags for the class.  Please send a note one or two days in advance, so I can give you an exact number of children in the class and set aside some class time for the party.  Please do not send birthday party invitations to school unless the ENTIRE class has been invited.  Although it may seem convenient to hand out the invitations this way, it can result in hurt feelings for those not invited.

Sign-Out Sheet

Every afternoon, you will be expected to “sign” your child out before taking them home.  We have had incidents where someone has come to pick up our children and they were not allowed!  It is important that you inform me as to who will be picking up your child.  Also, please make sure the person picking your child up, knows the afternoon routine.

Classroom Behavior Plan…..

We have been discussing our “behavior” plan during class.  I believe that establishing a good behavior plan is essential to each child’s success, confidence and well-being.  Every child should feel that the classroom is a safe and secure place to be.  In addition, it is important that each child learn to develop self-discipline and good work habits, to resolve conflicts peacefully, and to think independently. 


My plan is simple, yet effective.  Your child will take home a “MONTHLY” calendar.  Every day they come to school, prepared for our day, they will receive a “SMILEY” for that day.  If they have several warnings, or have to be separated from their classmates, they will fill out a behavior paper with the behavior they exhibited, and it must be signed by you and returned the next day.  If your child receives (3) of these sheets, a conference will need to be scheduled.  
D.O.T (Daily Organizational Tool)/Homework Folders

I will be using the folders as communication with you, and any homework that is given.  I will be sending home information on RULES and how this is a great organizational tool.
Homework

This year, your child will be working on a weekly homework BINGO sheet.  Each day, they will choose (1) activity from the sheet, along with reading and fluency work.  This homework is meant to be an extension of what they are learning throughout their day.  I will not give more than 10-15 minutes a night.  And, there will never be any homework on Fridays, unless it has to do with a family project.    
Final Thoughts

In closing, we would just like to say again, how much we are looking forward to a great year working with you and your child!!!  We would also like to suggest this letter for future reference.  


So that we know you have read this handbook and understand the sections of the handbook, we are asking that you fill out the back portion and send it in with your child by Wednesday, September 3rd.  We hope this will give you enough time to read it and reflect on any questions you might have!!  Also, there will be a place for you to write questions and concerns.  We will try and address them as soon as possible.


Thank you for your support and concerns throughout this year!!!  Behind EVERY GREAT CHILD, is a GREAT PARENT!!!

Many Blessings,

Mrs. Laura Sanchez and Ms. Nelly Chavez
I have read the Kindergarten Handbook

(Parent Signature)

(Date)

Questions, Concerns, or Comments:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Specials Schedule

Kindergarten is beginning their specials schedule (GYM,  MUSIC, COMPUTER) this week (August 25, 2014).  Here is the schedule:
	(Monday): 

P.E.    
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Music         
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	(Tuesday): 

Computers    
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	(Wednesday):

Music 
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	(Thursday): 

P.E     

[image: image6.wmf]



**Note: On GYM  days, students are allowed to wear their gym uniforms and gym shoes. 
Thank you, 

Mrs. Sanchez and Ms. Chavez
